62 Mr. E. C. Stewart Baker on a 


fine Lark with the little 4. gulgula. This southern Lark must 
be kept distinct for the present at least. As well as I can 
remember, the type was procured in the Nilghiri Hills. 

The bill and feet of A. dulcivox differ from those of 
A. arvensis. The former has also the longest wing. Swm- 
hos A. pekinensis appeared to me to be much more like 
true A. arvensis. 


V.—Deseription of a new Species of Wren from North-east 
India, together with an Account of its Nest and Eggs. By 
E. C. Srewart Baker, District Superintendent of Police, 
North Cachar. 


(Plate II.) 


I wave recently obtained in Northern Cachar an example of a 
Wren which I believe to be new to science, and propose to 
characterize as 


ELACHURA HAPLONOTA, sp.u. (Plate II.) 


Similis Æ. pmetatæ, sed supra concolor, minime albo-punetata, 
dorsi punctis albis nullis, et remigibus caudaque unieo- 
loribus nec nigro transfasciatis distinguenda. 


Description.—W hole upper plumage and wing-coverts dark 
umber-brown, rather lighter on the rump and tail-coverts, 
the feathers obsoletely edged with rather pale sienna-brown ; 
wings dark cinnamon-brown on the exposed parts, and dark- 
brown where unexposed (in the closed wing); tail brown, 
tinged with cinnamon-red, but not so strongly as are the wing- 
quills; lores fulvous-brown, dusky next the axis; chin and 
throat white, tinged with fulvous, and the feathers, except 
in the centre, tipped with dusky; breast and sides of neck 
fulvous-brown, the feathers tipped with brown and subtipped 
with white, the white being most prominent in the centre of 
the breast; centre of abdomen and belly white; flanks and 
under tail-coverts fulvous-brown, some of the feathers of 
the former tipped with white; thighs greyish brown, the 
feathers with the shafts slightly paler; under wing-coverts 
grey; axillaries dark fulvous-brown. 
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Bill dark horny, slightly paler at the commissure and tip, 
gape black, mouth bluish fleshy ; irides light red; legs san- 
guineous fleshy ; claws very pale. 

Lengti—measured in the flesh, immediately after death— 
4-15 inches, wing 1:95, tail 1:58, bill at front *41, and from 
gape '52, tarsus barely 'G, first primary *72, second 1:02, third 
1:25, fourth to secondaries 1:3, length of hind claw nearly 
28. 

Besides the differences pointed out above, the measure- 
ments of the new species appear to be quite different. Oates 
(‘Fauna of British India,’ vol. i. p. 310) gives the following 
dimensions of Æ. punefata—length about 45 inches, tail 1:2, 
wing 1:8; so that Æ. puxctuta would appear to be a bigger 
bird, with a shorter tail and wing. The specimen of Elachura 
haplonota above described was obtained on the Hungrum 
Peak in the North Cachar Hills, It was trapped on its nest 
under the following circumstances :— 

On the llth May, 1891, I was engaged in visiting numer- 
ous nests which had been previously marked down for me 
by some Naga boys. On being shown a nest built under a 
big log, which had fallen so as to rest on two rocks, and was 
thus slightly raised from the ground, I at once saw that it 
was new to me, so that, instead of taking the eggs, I sat down 
a short distance away from it to watch for a chance of shooting 
the parent bird. I sat thus about half an hour, but no bird 
visited the nest, though two small brown birds kept scut- 
tling backwards aud forwards over the log, now hidden in 
the moss, now perched for a moment on one of the bunches 
of orchids which grew all over it. In their actions they 
closely resembled Pnoepyga pusilla, and as that bird is very 
common about Hungrum, I thought they were of that 
species. 

The Naga who was with me set some * mithua hair nooses ” 
on the nest before leaving it, and that same evening we found 
one of the birds caught in them. The nooses were again set in 
the hopes that the mate might also be caught. On the moru- 
ing of the 12th, on visiting the nest, we found that the other 
bird had not returned; though I waited about a long time in 
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the hope of obtaining a shot at it, it did not appear, so we 
took the nest and the eggs, of which there were only three. 
The nest was placed on a pile of dead leaves, broken twigs and 
branches, which filled up the hollow below the fallen tree, 
and was supported on either side by a broken branch. The 
greater part of the materials consisted of skeleton leaves, 
bound together with dark coarse fern-roots, a few bents, and 
also one or two fine elastic twigs; the outermost part of the 
nest was of dead leaves of all kinds, very loosely bound 
together, and contrasting with the inner part, which was very 
compactly lined with skeleton leaves alone. In shape the 
nest is a deep cup, with the back wall much prolonged, though 
not enough so to in any way form a roof or porch. The 
measurements of the nest are as follows :—-Outside, not in- 
cluding the loose leaves and twigs, the broadest part is 3°3 
inches, the length of the back wall 5-4, of the front wall 2°-f4, 
depth of the interior from edge of front wall 14, diameter 
20, 

The eggs, as T have already said, were three in number. 
They are very large in proportion to the size of the bird, 
measuring 67 x *50 inch, 65 x '51, and '66 x*50. One egg 
appears to be pure white, unless very carefully examined, 
when a few excessively minute pale reddish marks may be 
discovered about the larger end. Another egg has these 
marks quite distinet, though still very minute. The third 
egg has the marks much larger, and, in fact, almost blotches, 
These marks are of the same pale reddish brown as in 
the other eggs; they form an indistinct ring towards the 
larger extremity, some dozen freckles being scattered over 
the rest of the egg. The surface of the eggs is close, hard, 
and rather glossy, and the shell is decidedly stout. In shape 
the eggs are rather broad ovals, considerably depressed and 
pointed towards the smaller end; they were perfectly fresh 
when taken. 


Gunjong, Cachar Hills, 
August 22, 1891. 
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